Raleigh SBDU, llkeston (1974-1987) Niel Mc Gowran




Frame detalls.., it is all about those little frame details_. Frame detalls are hard to change. They are individual elements, fitted to tubes and formed into a frame when the tarch
melts the filler, Paint and decals are not the same, they can change over time, fooling you and misleading you with a different story... the frame detall should always tell the real
story.

The SBDU at llkeston used a range of different frame and fork detalls over the life of the unit. The amount of different details they used means that this post may temn into an
epic. | did consider splitting it into 2 smaller posts, pre and post 1980, but ag this s ultimately a timeline post, | wanted it to be unbraken, and to start and complete in one go.
Hopafully, it will ke helpful for anyone doing research into thair ovwn SBRU frame. Ul also try my best to it dates and years inas | go. I you are a fan of the SBDU or simply need
to know these details, then please stick with me. | learmt 50 much while researching and writing this post, hopefully | can pass this information on to whoever wants to read
further!

A little whila ago, a member of the TI-Raleigh Yahoo group, Hilary Stona, made the first timaeline that listed details by noting what he had obsarved ovar a nember of years about
the SBDU framas ha had saen. I'va spant the last faw manths keoking at images of almost 200 SBRU frames. These frames span the start of the SBOWU in late 1974, to post
llkeston SB0U bikes built under the 58 prefin after the SBOU move ta Mottingham from 1987, 've locked at the TI-Raleigh Yahoo site, my own diverse collection and other
Intermet sources, examining and lopoing their frame detalls... frame after frame after frame . 200 frames is however only & very amall percentage of the tatal amount of frames
Bailt by the SEDU — appros 8400 ware made at likeston and over 1000 mare were made at Nottingham. Tha highest SB frame number is approximately somewhare in the region
of B500-10000,

By &irm b= 1o try and list patterns of when individual components or features were Introducead when they disappeared. The key featuras of identification ef any SBDU framse are
the blade and stay ends, seat stay caps, rear dropouts, bottorn bracket shells, fork crowns, head lugs and decals. Knowing something as simple as what rear dropout a frame
has may tell you the frame material used and pessibly the date range it was made. I'm planning 1o write a separate post on frame decals and decal pesitioning, as that is an
entirely different subject altogether. When frame decals are seen on an criginal frame they can help to dete & frame in the same way as frame details - if you are considering a

renavation, then getting net only the corect SE0U decals but also the comrect Reynolds decals in the comect position and comespanding to the carect year(z) iz something you
should know. Renovations are not all about paricd correct date coded componants,

The image above shows some of the details used over the life of the unit. Some details were used predominantly with certain tubing types while some crossed over tubing
types and across different years. M've grouped my timeline into ranges of 'SB numbers' rather than "Year Built'. Howaver, | have tried 1o tally these features to an approximate
year where | can. I've included my 'best guess’ SB Number - Year Built timeline at the end of the post

Before | move on, here are same presumptions I've made while carrying out this research and some caveats on this blog post.

1. Every detail listed is as per SBDU usage and may have differed when used with other builders

2. Some lug designs look very similar, even more s in images. I've seen at least 3 lug designs from different makers that look so alike, it is difficult in the images to tell the
subtle differences and distinguish between them for a pesitive 1D

3. 'm not a lug expert, 'm slowly leaming,
4. My sample of frames is a tiny percentage compared to total production. Therefore, there WILL be frames out there that will differ and conflict with my timeline
5. Definitive dating evidence 1s hard to find. A receipt for an order may not be a bulld date or a delivery date — order, build and delivery could be several months apart.

6 | haven't noted items such as bottle bosses, brake fittings or lever bosses — these are all items that can change during a renovation and I'll keep this for my post regarding
decals and decal placement,

7. When | can't 100% see enough detail, I'll always 'ere’ on the slde of caution and write about what | CAN see. EG, If looking at & bike with a semi sloping crown, If | cannot
see the inner fork blade and verify that it has tangs/stiffeners, | will record it just as a semi sloping crown

Right, 50 if you are still with me and have made it 1o this point then here goes . Each section header will have the range of SB frame numbers viewed, the amount of frames in
the sample and the year(s) | think the range covers. So here goes..

** Revision 6 — dated 19 July 2016 (see revision history below) **
SB6 = SB19 ** 5 frames viewed ** (1974)

« All frames use a flat seat stay cap, flush with the edges of the stay

+ Production is 531

« Frames have yellow head tube

« 1010/A {Leng) <<Record>> Campagnolo rear ends

» Plain 8B shell (na slots) with top routed gear cables

« Plain head lugs - possibly Prugnat S (Blank) or HADEN Olympic 2 L7/L8
= Sloping, mtemnal sleeve, fork crown

Not to be confused with the later oversize (over lapping) caps, the flat seat stay cap on these early frames were finished flush with the edge of the stay. Head lugs were plain,
they had no windows or openings cut into the lug. These were probably *Prugnat S” but several manufacturers made something very similar, such as the Haden Olympic range.
Bocama also made something similar. The length of point on the Prugnat is the best match as Haden and Bocama lug points were shorter

s A/D s 4215 minte

Prugnat Lug Range - My Tl-Raleigh SBDU ikeston



SB20 - 5847 ** Mo frames viewed ** (1974)

| haver't seen any frames or images covering this small peried of production, The mast significant thing to change at some paint in this period is the SEOU switch from Yellow
to Black head tube. The arginal choice of the TI-Raleigh team colowrs was based on the theory that they “photographed well in both colour and black and white™ and the black
head tube was chozen to make the Raleigh head badge show wp clearly "you can always spot them in a bunch pictura”

SB48 - SB46T ** 16 frames viewed ** (1974/1975)

« Hwitch o scalloped seat stay caps (except SB58 which are flat)

= Production is 531

& Frames have black head tubes

= 101044 (Lang) <<Record== Campagnolo rear ends

+ Plain BE shell (no slots)

« SR146 first 4 slal BB

Flain head lugs — possible Prugnat & Blank or HADEM Olympic 2 L7/LE

« Sloping - Internal sleeve fork crowmn

-

Al some paint between SB20 and 3B5B, the SEDU made a switch in seat stay cap finlzhes. SA5E is the anly example 've seen in this perlnd that retained the flat caps.

Il Raieigh 531 Track Frame SBDU 1875

An example of the scalloped seat stay cap design is my own SB447. As the timeline progresses, the scalloped design becomes finked with earlier 531 frames and is one of the
first key identification details between 531 and 753

Fork ends so far have been Campaanolo 1010/A - long honizontal dropouts witheut eyes. This page from a later Campagnolo Catalegue displays the range.
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3 4 slot bottom bracket shell. These were introduced early in production and, as the timeline will show, stayed in use till approx 1980, This is one of mine frc

SB498 ** 1 frame viewed ** [1973)
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. == Campagnado rear ends (drilled)
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5B501 - SB1029 ** 17 frames viewed ** (1976 - Beglnning of 1977)

= SB507 has the last early sloping — internal sleeve fork crown

« 58534 uses cut down and reshaped Cardton Capella lugs

« 753 frames use flat seat stay caps

« 753 frames use Prugnat 54 window lugs

= 537 frames continee 10 use scalloped Seal stay caps

= SB795 is the last 531 frame with possible Prugnet S Blank or HADEN Glympic 2 L7/LE

» GContinued use of 4 slot BB shells

= Semi skoping crown (probably Vagner) withs/without extension tangy/stiffener used with na pattern between 531 and 753

« 537 frames use 101004 (Long) <<Record=>> Campagnolo rear ends

« 753 road frames use 1010/B [Short) <<Muove Record=> Campagnalo rear ends drilled (1010/B not drilled on very early Time Trial Special 753 — baoth with "H' ref)

= SB1029 is the last flat zeat stay cap on & standard, stack, none 'H” ref, 5B numbered frame



That Is approx 500 frames covering the main penod of 1976, summarised in the 14 frames that I've viewed. Everything from SB501 seems to use a semi sloping crown. This is
probably a Vagner fork crown, possibly model DL but | definitely need to research this crown in more detail

Vagner Fork Craowns My TI-Raleigh SBOU llkeston

This portion of the update section of the 1983 SBDU llkeston Team Raleigh Frameset information contains the only reference | can find to Vagner crowns and mentions the
Semi Skoping crown

Lugs, brackets, fork crowns etc:- All lugs are Prugnat leong poiunt,
with 2 steel allen key =zeat lug ear. Bottom brackets are Cinelli on
all 75% models, the remainder using the 'Team Special', All road models
use Cinelli CC, £C or SC Aero fork crowns, except the 5371 Butted, which
retains the Vagner semi cloping. All are te the wide ovel fork blade
profile. Track models use the Fischer cast steel crown with round
blades or the Cinelli SC, or SCAer with oval fork tlades, Campagnolo
long or short fork ends with, or without mudguard eyes are availetle on
all road models. Alternatively vertical dropouts may be specified.
Track models are fitted with Campagnolo track fork ends.

Raleigh flkeston SBDU 1983 Frames — Update Section

Several patterns and identifying features bagin to appear. 753 frames in this number range have flat seat stay caps and use Prugnat 54 lugs with 10710/B drilled rear ends. 531
frames continue with scalloped seat stay caps, plain lugs (up to SB795) and 1070/4 rear ends. This pattern only appears to change when & frame is built with a "H' referencea,
denating a customer specific build. There also appears to be a mix of the use of the flat fork crown and fork blade tangs/stiffeners between 531 & 753 frames. SB1029 is the
last standard stock SB nurnbered frame | viewed with Nat/ush seal stay caps,

5B1092 - 581907 ** 20 frames viewed ** (Beginning of 1977 - Start of 1978)

= SB1092 first oversize/overlapping seat stay caps

+ 5371 and 753 both use Prugnat 54 window lugs (SB1553 has cut down Carlten Capella)

= 4 s5lot BB shells

» Scalloped seat stay caps on 531 frames

= Owersize seal stay caps on 753 frames

= 5B1305 last scalloped seat stay frame

« Post SE1305, 531 & 753 both share oversize seal slay caps

= Sami skoping crown (probably Vagnar) with extension tang/stiffenar used predominantly on 753

« Semi sloping crown (probably Vagner) without extension tang/stiffenar used predominantly on 531
« SE1104, 1708 & 1162 (all with H ref) use HADEN Europa 27,5/20 (New Continental or wide aval) or 29/16 (Continental or narow oval) fork crown
= 5B1907 first Campagnolo Portecatena rear end

This may have been a period of production where things started to settle a bit. 753 and 531 frames at around 581305, started to look very similar and share similar attributes
and it was the fork crown tangs that appeared to be the visual key to identification.



SB1092 is the first frame I've
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e during this period that this changed was on $81104, 1108 and 1162, which all used a HADEN crown and all 3 frames have a stamped 'H
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aps, Prugnat S4 lugs and a semi sleping crown with 1angs




581942 = SE3462 ** 41 frames viewad ** (1978 - Beginning of 1980)
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t/milled into the BB shell following the route the caties wall take 1o the frant and rear derallleurs

SB2613 was the lst frame I've viewed with a 2 slot BB shell. 2 slets
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SB5005 = 585990 = 17 frames viewed = (Eady 1982 - Mid 1983)

= ZE5464 Tirst Tast back seal stays - Time Trial Special 537 5L (Metric) Shimano vertical rear ends

« SB5633 last Prugnat 54 window lugs
= EB559T first 531c frame

« Prugnat 620 lugs

sed predominantly throughout
» 531 & 753 bath have option of fast back seat stays

«  The period between SB5597 and 585990 seams to be the penod of switch over between Metric 753 and Imperial 7S3R/T. Images just can't give a definitive answer on
this; measwing a tube diameter is the only way. My own frame, SES3T7 is defnitely matric 753 (2600 TT 28.0 5T)

« SB5794 Last Vagner semi sloping fork crown

= ZE5794 537 Metric ubed frame - 26,6 jin 1698 ¢

Thig iz a massive period of change for the SB0U. From about SB5464 to SB5990, (end of 1982 to mid/late 1983), not anly was 753 tubing chanoing from Metric to Imperial,
531 changed to 531¢, fastback seat stays arrived, the Vagner semi skoping crown disappearad, together with Prugnat 54 lugs

Etarting at the beginning with fast back seat stays. Alsa known by some as ‘shot in’ seat stays — these are essentielly seat stays that fasten to back area of the seat hug rather
than fasten to the side of the seat lug. In the case of the SBDU, the stays on the fast back fasten to the seat lug seat balt boss, and not lower on the back of the actual seat lug

ke other builders, There are pros and cons of this type of arrangement. Although they could be seen as neater in appearance, they have sevaral drawbacks. The firstis
claarance; mudguard clearance is affected by fast back stays. S5BDU actually recommaendaed that frames over 60 cm or where ™ severe sarvice is envisaged..” had seat stays
attached to the side of the seat lug - ettaching to the side of the seat lug also gives the required clearance for mudgueards if they were required

This is the fast back seat stay amangemant on my own frame, SBS464 — this is the first Tast back 've seen on any SBOU frame, this is a late 1982 frame. This frame is made
from Reynalds 531 SL and alsa has Shimano vertical drop outs (nat drilled). From this paint, 531 and 753 both share the fast back amangemant with no identifiable pattern

olds 531¢ frame decal. The rest of

SB5597 is probably
this

from the very start of 1983. It s notable as the last frame I've viewed with Prugnat S4 lugs and the first to use the Rey

a1 620 lugs

riod uses Prug

The period between SB5597 and SB5990 seems to be the pericd of change between Metric 753 and Imperial 753R/T. Images just can't give a definitive answer on this;
SB5377, is dated at the middle to last quarter of 1982, it is definitely metric 753 (26.0 TT 28,0 ST) anc

50 Metric 753 with a Cinelll B8 shell

ing a tube diameter is one of the only ways. My own 753 frame
alll BB shell SB5437, shightly later but still the sams

mea

hasaCi

So this is the point where | had to slow down my research and carefully check out Cinelli BB shells_ because there is a subtle difference between the appearance of a Metric

and Imperial Cinelll BB that ¢ out of the tooibox to measure the seat tube

g to resort 1o getting digital calipers

zan ald the identification without hav

bost peaple, like me up to this point in my SB0U education, look under the BB of a frame, see a cast winged 'Cinelli” logo set mto a small cutout and say, “Yep, Cinelli BB”. But
hopefully the images above show the differences. The early Metric Cinalli often had a poorly defined, shallow cut out; often it didn’t have the ‘Cinelli” stamping at all. Thay wera
alao the COM style with the chain stay lug tips at the ouwter side of the shell. '5.C. France’ was also noted undernesath the ‘Cinelll’ logo.

From what | can identify using the small sample | have, the later Imperial 753R with the 26.6 seat tube used a Cinelli SCM shell. These have Made in ltaly’ noted underneath the
logo. The SCM also has the chain stay lug tips on the top and bottom of the lug casting, not the sides

SBEB44, dating 1o the Tirst part of 1983, is the fwst Imperial T5ER Trame | have viewed
5B5794 is a strange and mixed up frame which probably owes its strangeness to the cross over period of Metric/Imperial & 531/537¢c.

This frame has the Vagner semi sloping crown that Pve viewed in this selection of 200 SRR frames, Both frame and forks are stamiped with 5794 making them a matching

pratir, Hoswwever, the Trame has Time Trial Special geometry and the Tork has road rake. The frame has Shimano vertical rear drop outs but the fork has Campagnolo drop outs. it

g 531c but In Metric sizes, welghs the same as 753 and takes a 26.6 mm seat pin = like | sakd, & real odd ball! & beautiful original finlsh frame; just a little mioed up.






5B6032 - 586993 ** 20 frames viewed ** (Last period 1983 - End of 1984)
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e

SBDU SB7219 531 Pro Rear Stays

Prugnat lugs and a HADEN BB shell were the typical frame fittings for this model. At this time, Cinelli BB shells were specified on either 753 frames or 531¢/753 Services des
Courses (Cinelli fittings throughout),

The other 2 frames in this period with dual stampings that | mentioned earlier are both fully painted 531 Pre frames. Both have Prugnat 620 lugs, so are not Secvices des
Courses, but both have a Cinelli BB {(normally reserved for either 753 or SDC and not 531 Pre). They both share the same distinctive red/orange fade paintwork and both have
the "Ed V.D Meulen” decal on the front of the seat tube

This perlod also has the only 2 examples of the ‘Randonneur’ frame that was detalled in the 1984 frame set list. Both of these frames are owned by myself, 2 models were
made, one in 531¢ and one in 753R, | have one of each, SB7657 in 753R and SB7660in 531¢ — both frames are only 2 SB numbers apart in production. Both have Prugnat 62D
hugs, Cinelli SC fork crowns and oversize seat stay caps (required for mudguard clearance). Both also have Campagnolo 1010 long horizontal dropouts with an additional eyelet
fitted, making a double eyelet drop out. Both also have internal rear rack mounts brazed into the inner side of the rear stays. The 531c model has a fork lamp boss and a HADEN
BB and the 753R mode! has a Cinelli shell

SBEO2T - SBAZET ** 10 frames viewad ™ (Last half of 1986 - End of llkeston Production circa 1987)

= 5B8074 last Prugnat 620 lugs

» From 588074 most frames use side fastening seat stays with oversize caps

Thiz = generally considered to be the end of the SBOU periad at lkeston, before it moved to Naottingham at approx 588400, All the frames in this period use oversize seat stay
caps excepl SBEO73 & SBROTA, they are both Low Profile frarmes with fast hack stays and have Prugnat 820 lugs

From this point until the end of [lkeston, all the frames I've viewed use owversize caps and Cinelli Lugs. In fact, as most now use Cinelli lugs, the fast back seat stay feature
=eems 1o fade away and almost dizappear. Most frames from SBEOTA also appear to be 7S3R. 531¢ frames are still made, but rarely seerm to make an appearance in the
Trames that | have viewe



Timeline

There are several permatations of an SEDU lkesten timeline an the internet at the moment, Several variations pog up in some form or anothes on different forurms, 've looked
at most. Most are quite close on the years fram 1977 onward, it is the early pesiod that seems to differ, there isn't much known for definite aboeat exactly how many lrarmes wene
produced in 1974, Some will reckon on about 50 frames while others will guote approx 200 frames.

Based on frames such as the Bob Jackson 753 SB498, the Paris Cycle Show in October 1975, a receipt for an early 1976 753 frame, and my own research an my own callection
and the data I've collected, 've came up with my own SBDU Date Timelingand written a separate post which you can see here.

1974 = Start 3Bl End 3E50
1975 - Start S5B51 End SB50D
1978 - start SBES{L End 381410
1977 - Start 3B1011  End 5R1870
1978 - Start 3B1871 End 3B2600
1979 - Start SBZE01 End SRE3400
1580 - sStart 3E3401 End SB4200
1981 - start SE4201 End 3B4%00
1982 = Start 3E4%01 End 3B3650
1983 - Start SB5ES1 End S5B&300
1384 - sStart SB6201  End SETO00
1388 - start SBT001  End SE7V00
1986 = Start 3ET701 End 3B3430
1987 = Start 3E8431 End 3B3432 = SBEA438...

.. -8B Euild Production Relocated to Nottingham



